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School Supply Drive

Part of our partnership with Chestnut
Elementary is to replenish some of the
supplies that get used up and worn out as
the school year progresses. We invite you
to help by donating:

pocket folders with prongs
dry erase markers

supply boxes

Ziplock Bags both gallon and quart size
Pink Pearl erasers

highlighters (varying colors)
Fiskars blunt tip scissors

Post-It notes

composition notebooks

24 pack Crayola crayons
glue sticks (not purple please)
clear page protectors
earbuds

School supply donations will be collected
throughout February and may be placed
in the bin located at the Community
Center, off the Gallery toward the
Education Wing. Thank you for supporting
our School Partnership Program!

Choirs to Sing at Carnegie Hall! - Press Release
Distinguished Concerts International New York
City (DCINY) announced that the Mentor
United Methodist Choirs have been invited to
participate in a performance of The Holiday
Music of Mark Hayes on the DCINY Concert
Series in New York City.

This performance at Carnegie Hall is planned
to take place on Monday, December 2, 2019.
These outstanding musicians will join with other
choristers to form the Distinguished Concerts
Singers International, a choir of distinction.
Conductor and Composer Mark Hayes will
lead the performance and will serve as the
clinician for the residency.

Congratulations to our choirs!

Inclement Weather Policy

Tune in to NEWS Channel 5 for notice of the
church canceling services in the event of
inclement weather. Check the NEWS 5 link on
the app or website before leaving home.


http://mentorumc.org/current/newsletter
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From the Pastor

Forty years ago | was in a battle. Perhaps it is better stated that | was
in my eighth year of fighting. God began tugging on my 18-year-old
heart and | was pushing back. The relentless battle was a deep sense
of call to ordained ministry and my resistance to the call. | argued
with God that | was not cut of that fabric. |insisted that | could not do
pastoral ministry and | was certain this could not be the call of God.
But God continued to burden me until | gave in and answered the
call. 1'was 27 years old, leaving work | enjoyed and my home state

of North Dakota. | tfraveled across six states until | arrived in Wilmore,
Kentucky for a three year masters of divinity program. My struggles
weren't over, | continued to question the call while arguing with

God. In my éth and final semester, | took a class called “A Systems
Approach to Church Administration” where | came to peace with the
call. Iremember the words of the professor who shared that we should
pastor out of authenticity. That was freeing for me as | realized | didn’t
have to conform to anyone’s expectation of who | should be, nor my
1(:Dwn' expectation, but I just needed to be myself. That was incredibly
reeing.

On July 1, 1982, | began as a pastor in a quiet community along the
Ohio River. In my 37 years as a pastor, | have found ministry to be a
great joy and blessing. | have greeted each day with enthusiasm and
passion for the opportunity to serve a church and serve alongside
church members.

As December 1, 2018 neared | had to make a decision about
retirement. As you canimagine, that was not an easy choice. |

love what God called me to and | have deep appreciation for this
congregation that I have been honored to serve. Knowing | will be
age 67, | submitted my request for retirement status. On June 30, | will
end seven years of appointment at Mentor. | do so with deep respect
and love for each of you.

I will savor and enjoy the last months we have together. July 1 will
begin a new chapterin my life. Nancy and | do not have any clear
plans for the future, but staying in the area has great appeal.

Our United Methodist system has flaws, but by God's grace and the
faithfulness of those called to serve, it is a system that works amazingly
well. That was displayed when just two weeks after the public
announcement of my retirement, it was announced that Bishop Tracy
Malone intends to appoint as the new lead pastor, Rev. Sondra Snode.

I have known Rev. Snode from afar for many years and quite closely
over the past six years as she served as our district superintendent. She
is a wonderful pastor with compassion, servant leadership, anointed
preaching, and a passion for Jesus. Pastor Snode is a pastor who

has been loved by her congregations and respected across our
conference for her leadership. Over the past six years, she has been
my pastor. | can assure you that the congregation is blessed.

Transitions are not always easy and for some harder than others. We
own and recognize that. As | step away on June 30, | will have been
the 90th senior pastor over the congregation’s 201 year history. For me
it has been a great ride and | so appreciate being one of the many
shepherds of this great congregation.

- Pastor Kurt

STAFF

Lead Pastor
Rev. Kurt Landerholm
KLanderholm@mentorumc.org

Associate Pastor of Modern
Worship & Discipleship

Rev. Quincy Wheeler
QWheeler@mentorumc.org

Minister of Congregational
Care & Counseling
Rev. Beverly Wrobel
BLWrobel@mentorumc.org

Director of Children & Family
Ministries

Tammy Palermo
TPalermo@mentorumc.org

Director of Youth Ministry
Toby Mattern
TMattern@mentorumc.org

Organist, Bell Choir Director,
Charter Members Director,
Chancel Choir Director
Amy Bender
ABender@mentorumc.org

Director of Modern Worship
Michelle Park
MPark@mentorumc.org

Address and Phone:
8600 Mentor Ave.
Mentor, OH 44060
(440) 255-3496

www.mentorumc.org
Facebook.com/mentorumc
Twitter: @MentorUMChurch
info@mentorumc.org
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Through The Years

Here are some things about John Wesley that you probably don’t know. First, Rev. Wesley
actually wrote a medical text. It was one of the best selling texts in Britain in the eighteenth
century. It was entitled Primitive Physick. It discussed many home remedies for treatment
of ailments. Some of these are still considered significant today while others are viewed as
questionable. One of the overall themes of the text instructed doctors to stop treating their
patients as machines and more like humans. Wesley felt understanding and compassion
could play arole in a patient’s recovery.

Rev. Wesley is also credited with coining the phrase “agree to disagree”. Over the years,

he had many theological differences with George Whitefield, another of Methodism's early
pastors. At Rev. Whitefield's memorial service, Rev. Wesley mentioned their differences

and uttered the statement about agreeing to disagree. However, he pointed out that he
and Rev. Whitefield disagreed on only “minor essentials” of theology and that they were in
agreement on the frue essentials of theology. Perhaps in our current environment, we could
all learn a lesson from this phrase.

Rev. Wesley traveled constantly. In fact, it is estimated he traveled on horseback over
250,000 miles. That is ten fimes around the diameter of the earth! He must have had a
strong constitution. Speaking of his constitution, one of Rev. Wesley's favorite sayings was to
“eat a little less than you desire” in order to stay in good physical condition. It is estimated
that he was 5 feet, 6 inches tall and only weighed about 128 pounds!

He also believed a person couldn’t become a Christian on their own. By that, he meant a
person needed a community of Christians in order to grow in their faith. He referred to the
Gospel of Christ as a “social gospel” requiring people to be together.

Rev. Wesley would also have doubts along his spiritual journey. He stated that doubts occur
and the overcoming of them are a part of making one’s own belief system. He believed
each person’s faith journey had a unique quality to it.

Whatever Rev. Wesley did with his faith, it certainly produced spectacular results. During his
lifetime the number of followers he had grew from 4 to 132,000 at the fime of his death.

Do you have any MUMC history you would like to share with the congregation¢ Please send
it to: Don Humphrey

7330 Holly Park Dr.

Concord, Ohio 44060-6704 or e-mail to: dhumphrey@ameritech.net

February Prayer Focus - Nancy Landerholm
| have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 3 John 1:4

The prayer challenge for February is to give our Father joy in 2019 and beyond. His joy is
fulfilled when his children walk in truth. John 17:17 says that the word of God is truth. Are you
walking in the truth or are you walking according to what the culture says is true, or perhaps,
what your feelings and emotions dictate is true¢ 2 Timothy 2:15 says to do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and
who correctly handles the word of truth. Read the Bible everyday and pray that the Holy
Spirit will guide you into all truth (John 16:13) and then walk in the truth! Use the following
Psalm as a prayer each day:

“Show me Your ways, O Lord, tfeach me Your paths; guide me in Your truth and teach me,
for You are God my Savior, and my hope is in You all day long.” Psalm 25:4&5
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GriefShare DivorceCare <
A Grief Recovery Support Group A Divorce Recovery Support Group =
Winter Session on Wednesdays Winter Session on Mondays

February 6 to May 1 February 4 to April 29

(13 weeks at Mentor United Methodist (13 weeks at Mentor United Methodist
Church)1:00 PM to 3:00 PM Church)6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

Cost: $20.00 (includes book) Cost: $20.00 (includes book)

Weekly Video Seminars are designed to Weekly Video Seminars are designed to help
help you successfully fravel the journey recover from the pain of separation and

from mourning to joy. divorce.

Register for either group by calling or e-mailing Pastor Bev Wrobel (440) 255-3496 x106 or
emailing blwrobel@mentorumc.org. For more information, visit the GriefShare website at
www.griefshare.org or visit the DivorceCare website at www.divorcecare.org.

g

Stewardship Notice 5
If you have bill pay set up or online giving for your Stewardship Pledge, please
confirm with your bank or account that the amount is updated to your 2019 pledge.
Also, if you have not turned in a pledge card, there are three ways to do that:
1. Fill out the online pledge card at hitp://mentorumc.org/current/pages/
pledge-card or on the app.
2. Fill out and drop off a paper card in the office or put it in the offering
plate.
3. Email your pledge details to fsimons@mentorumc.org.
Thank you!

Stewardship Update
The Stewardship Committee would like to thank the church for its response to our appeal.
It appears we will be able to balance the 2019 budget and maintain staff and services.

Again, a big thank you. ﬁ

Cornerstone Annual Valentine Dinner

Saturday, February 16, 5:30 PM in Fellowship Hall, $25 per person

The full course dinner of salmon or prime rib (cooked to order)

will be prepared by our own master chef, Jim Post. After dinner,

we will be entertained by talented singers, Joe and Kelly Monaghan . The cost will be $25
per person. Checks can be made out to MUMC with “Cornerstone Dinner” in the memo. You
may sign up in the Information Hub February 3 and 10 or by email to larryhoon@yahoo.com.

Journey Groups

Did you know that Mentor UMC has a large number of Journey Groupse These
are on-going small groups designed for Scripture reading, fellowship and prayer. &
They meet at almost any time and day you can think of and at almost any

frequency you can imagine (monthly, bi-weekly, weekly, etc.)

ok
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O

February is a great time to join one of these groups as we prepare for Lent and Easter here at
MUMC!

If you are interested in exploring the groups available, please contact Pastor Quincy at 440-
417-8078 or gwheeler@mentorumc.org.
Let him know what time/day works best for you, and he will get you connected!
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Children and Family Ministries

Register for events through the app or at www.mentorumc.org/children
www.mentorumc.org/sunday-school

WOWZA! How did we get to February already?!

Do you know what the first Sunday is¢ Souper Bowl Of Caring Sunday! On Sunday, February
3, our StuCo 56 kids will be collecting monetary donations in “soup cans” for Project Hope.
This has been an annual project that the 5th & 6th graders do to help our community, and
over thirteen years we have collected $9600!!! They will also be making a meal for Project
Hope that Wednesday. Please consider contributing to this cause. As always, there will be a
contest to see which Super Bowl team collects the most money.

The following Sunday the Occupy & StuCo 56 kids will go Snow Tubing. The deadline to sign
up and pay is February 3. We will need adult drivers that afternoon as well. Sign up at this link
https://bit.ly/2su82F7Z or through the church app.

StuCo 56 will have a regular meeting on February 24 from 6:00-8:00 PM. All students in those
grades are welcomed and encouraged to attend. | only ask that you RSVP for your student,
so | can plan accordingly. Use this link https://bit.ly/2FuvoDZ.

Calling ALL MOMS! Did you know that there are some awesome programs just for you?!
Parents Morning Out still has some room for kids to join on Monday mornings from 10 AM to 12
PM. This a great opportunity for you to have some kid-free time! There is a nominal fee. AND
on two Fridays a month, we have MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) and MOMSnext (moms
with school aged children). These groups meet the 2nd & 4th Fridays from 9:30 AM to 12

PM. Find out more at www.mentorumc.org/parents-morning-out and www.mentorumc.org/
mops. Do you have a 3, 4, or 5 year old who is ready for preschool this fall? Did you know
that our preschool is amazing?! If you have questions, please contact Colleen Judson at
judson.preschool@mentorumc.org. Find out more at www.mentorumc.org/preschool.

Positive Parenting Book Club selection is How You Always Meant to Parent by Brian Housman.
| wanted to share this with you now, so you can purchase and read the book prior o March
11. See this link for more on the book www.3460family.org/about-us/how-you-always-meant-
to-parent/.  would love to have you join in the discussion. God is calling us fo an amazing
task by being parents, and we need to be in community to support each other in this
awesome endeavor! Sign up at this link https://bit.ly/2su3nnp.

If your child is interested in singing and would like to join the Children’s Choir (grades 1-6)
or Cherub Choir (ages 3-Kindergarten), January is a great time to jump inl They both meet
Sundays at 10:15 AM inroom 112 and room 104, respectively starting January 13.

Please let me know how | can come alongside you during this awesome time of
parenthood! | want to resource you and more importantly cheer you on! As we begin a new
year, let's make our spiritual lives a priority not only for our family but for ourselves.

By HIS Grace and through HIS love,
Tammy
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Join us for The PATH Presenter - Rev. Dr. Peggy Streiff

Fire Works Peggy is a retired United Methodist

Don't hesitate to be Pastor and District Superintendent

enthusiastic! of the East Ohio Conference. She served

Be on fire for the Lord. (Romans 12:11) as Co-Lead Pastor at Mentor UMC from

March 23 & 24, 2019 1998-2005. While there, she initiated the

Hilton Garden Inn Twinsburg Women's Retfreat, now in its 20th year,

Registration information will be available which became known as the PATH, under

after January 27 on our website at www. the direction of Mentor United Methodist

mentorumc.org. Women. As a church leader, her greatest
love is to encourage people of all ages to

For the past 19 years the Mentor United grow in their faith. She looks forward to the

Methodist Church has gathered women opportunity to be with and to challenge

of all denominations for a weekend of women on The PATH.

fellowship. The Path is open to all women.

Come with friends, family or come on your Plan now to join us as Rev. Dr. Peggy Streiff

own. Everyone is welcome. guides and inspires us, using the imagery

of fire, to reignite our faith and live in the
glow of the Holy Spirit.

When we asked a group of women what they appreciated most about the event they said:
* Time to relax, reflect, and draw closer to God.

* Being physically away from home but not too far.

* The flexibility and easy flow throughout the weekend.

* The great blend of women on many different paths.

Evangelism Fun Event

Shake off the winter blues and join us for a rousing Mentor Ice Breakers hockey game against
the Port Huron Prowlers on February 9. The game starts at 7 PM, and tickets are $10 each for

reserved bleacher seating close to the action. Contact Sarah Ring (evangelism.fellowship@

mentorumc.org or 440-986-1546) for more information and to reserve your seats today!

Wheeler Baby Shower

Please help celebrate the coming of Baby Boy Wheeler with a Baby Shower on Sunday,
March 31 from 1:00 to 3:30 PM in the Mentor UMC Asbury/Wesley rooms. A luncheon will
be served. Chelsea and Quincy are registered at Amazon and Target. RSVP to Nancy
Landerholm (440-290-7320 or noochylee@gmail.com) or Cori Babcock (440-942-2255 or
cvbabcock@gmail.com)by March 21.

Thank you: Jeanne Babcock would like thank everyone for their prayers.

Ruth Naomi Circle

February 7, 92:30 AM to 11:30 AM in Fellowship Hall

We will be doing a service project with the Christmas eve candles.

All women are welcome to join us!

We will not meet if the Mentor Schools are closed due to bad weather. Feel free to call the
church office to confirm at 440-255-3496.

For more information, contact Georgeanna Allen at 440-255-5515.

More-Than-A-Meal is our free community meal served on the last Saturday of the

month. We are presently looking for Journey Groups, Committees, or individuals

to sign up to prepare and serve the meals for 2019. This requires preparing for 100

persons and covering the costs if possible. If some funding is needed, there are limited funds
available. Regular workers and experienced persons will be present to assist.

If you are interested, contact Jim Post at 440-477-6130.
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Fundraising Dinner for Liberia Mission Trip

Saturday, March 2, 5:00-7:00 PM Fellowship Hall

Mentor UMC will host a fundraising spaghetti dinner to benefit the upcoming mission trip to
Liberia for Roxy Beers and Eliana Palermo. Dinner will include genuine Italian spaghetti and
meatballs, garlic bread, salad and a delicious dessert prepared by the Palermo family. Cost
will be only $10 per person if purchased ahead of time (going on sale Sunday, February 3)
or $12 at the door ($8 for a kids meal). Please come out and support these two amazing
students as they seek to share the love of Jesus with Liberial

Estate Planning - No RSVP Needed
Plan to attend an estate/tax planning seminar for Tuesday, February 12 at 7:00 in the Wesley
Room. An attorney and Tax advisor will present. This is sponsored by the GEM Committee.

Traditional worship service in the Sanctuary Sundays 9 AM and 11 AM
Modern worship, iConnect, in Fellowship Hall Sundays 9 AM and 11 AM
Deadline for the March Newsletter is February 6.
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