
PRELUDE                                                           “Pastorale”                                                  Charles Wesley    
                                                             Amy Bender, organist                                                 
                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                                                      Rich Elwell, Liturgist                                                                                                                                                                                       

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
     O God, please speak to us in this time when we need and seek community.
     In our ever-changing world, our small, meek, seemingly insignificant neighborhood matters.
     I matter, you matter, we all matter. God make us willing to be neighbors!
     Who is our neighbor? Everyone is!
     From the grand to the overlooked, we glean hope, love, sharing, caring, forgiveness and more from   
     a neighborly perspective.
    O God, today, show us your love, as you are always with us, showing us neighborliness.

The liturgical color is green, signifying life in the Christian church

*DOXOLOGY #94 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
      Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
      Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
      Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
      Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
      

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
You may place your offering in the Offering Box at the entrance of

the Sanctuary or give online using the link on the back of the bulletin

*Congregation invited to stand if able

*OPENING HYMN                              “I Am Thine, O Lord”                                                #UMH 149

ANTHEM            9:00                            “Glorious Forever”                                         David Lantz III
                          Capella: Laurie Babcock, Noralee Starr, Karen Nemelka, Tammy Palermo

                           11:00                             “We are Called”                                         arr. Mark Hayes
                                                             Chancel Choir

KIN-DOM SIGNS                                                                                                            Sean McArthur

OFFERTORY    9:00                           “Down to the River to Pray”                    arr. Mary McDonald

                         11:00                                "Speak, O Lord"                              arr. Mary McDonald
                                        Chancel Choir; Dave Sechnick, Larry Fram, soloists

Children are invited to stay in worship or meet in the Narthex to go to Sunday School 

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

OPENING PRAYER
    Almighty God, we seek your Kingdom here on earth always. As your love is patient,    
    kind and not boastful, we rely on you. We honor you. for you provide us with all, all we    
    could ever need. You alone are worthy! As we seek ways to serve, Lord, help us to be 
    open to the world around us. Let us not pass by on the other side of those in need of  
    food, clothes, shelter, and you. Oh Lord, let us leave here ready to serve and include  
    all in our serving. Let us remember the sick, the poor, the abused, male and female,   
    the disabled, the aged. Let us remember all who need you in their spirit, for   
    salvation’s sake! Amen.

SCRIPTURE                                                                                                                Micah 6:8, p. 659

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                             
     Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
     done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
     trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
     temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
     glory forever. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
      

HYMN OF CENTERING                    “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”                             UMH #402

SCRIPTURE                                                                                               Luke 10:25-37, p. 735

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                      
     The Spirit of God is upon you.
     We go forth proclaiming God’s love and liberation.
     The Spirit of Christ is upon you.
     We go forth to live lives of justice and freedom.
     The Spirit of power is upon you.
     We go forth as one body, one spirit, one witness to the promises of our God.
     Amen. Amen.
                                                                                    

 
*FAITH IN ACTION

*HYMN OF MISSION                     “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”                         UMH #526

MESSAGE                          “Justice or Just Us?: Love God and Love Neighbor”                                  
                                                                  Rev. Dr. Ivy Smith



January 14, 2024

Altar Flowers are presented by Linda Brown & Family
In Memory of Rita P. Struckert,

mother, grandmother, and great grandmother

There are flower openings on January 14th and 21st.
For flowers please call Kathy Fellows: 440-477-4485
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POSTLUDE                                           “Choral Song”                                       Samuel Wesley

*Benediction Sung Response         "Go Now In Peace"
     Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 
     Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 
     Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
     God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
     Amen. Amen. Amen.

Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A

                                                                                    



Members who are in need of prayer:
Karen Mancini, Marilyn Oliver, Dick Anderson, 
Luke Sanvido, David Fell, Norma Ickes, Bob Williams,
Ruthie Hobart, Mike Cosmo, David Smith,
Jon & Rev. Beth Wilterdink

Members admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Kay Disbro, Delores Tackett,
Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith, Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler
Salida Woods - Doris Sturm
University Manor - Virginia Gilman
Parker Place - Bill Owen, Bob & Sandy Linsell, Deloris Parsons
Danbury Senior Living - Kathryn Bevacqua 
Tapestry - Gloria McFeely 
Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Breckenridge/Fairmount - Patricia Laubscher 
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Canticle Bells, 6 PM
Charter Members, 6:45 PM
Chancel, 7:45 PM

U p c o m i n g
T h i s  W e e k

Blood Drive
Food Distribution

Tuesday, January 16

Monday, January 15

Wednesday, January 17

Thursday, January 18
OFFICE CLOSED for
MLK Jr. Day
Food Distribution

Child & Caregiver Class
Admin Council Meeting
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Friday, January 19

Canticle Bells, 6 PM
Charter Members, 6:45 PM
Chancel, 7:45 PM
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Blood Drive
Food Distribution

Tuesday, January 16

Monday, January 15

Wednesday, January 17

Thursday, January 18
OFFICE CLOSED for
MLK Jr. Day
Food Distribution

Child & Caregiver Class
Admin Council Meeting

Friday, January 19



Join us on January 14th after services for a gathering in the Gallery to meet
& welcome our new staff members, Briyant Hines and Justin Mackey.

Meals for Pastor Ivy
You can sign up to make or buy meals and deliver them to Pastor Ivy’s house by
visiting our website. We continue to pray for and support her during her
husband’s recovery of his recent stroke.

Blood Drive
Blood Drive is on Tuesday, January 16th. Sign up online or visit the Information
Hub.

Food Ministry
Our next Food Distribution is on January 15 & 16th. Check out the Information
Hub, Weekly Update, or our website to learn about what items are most urgently
needed. We feed many families in the community with our ongoing distributions.

Admin Council
Next meeting is Wednesday, January 17th at 6:30 PM.

Youth Mixer
Join us for a mixer to meet with our new Youth Director, Briyant Hines. Youth and
their parents will meet in the Youth Room on January 21 from 6pm-8:30pm. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 2024
Thank you to all who responded to Mentor United Methodist Church’s
Stewardship campaign for 2024. As of this date, we have received 236
commitments totaling a little over $608,188 to the operating budget and $57,144
toward In tHis House. Still, we are short of our goal of $700,000.

There has been no response from over 600 mailings to those that have attended,
given, or participated here at MUMC during the last two years. Due to this, the
church will need to see an increase in general giving in 2024 to meet our financial
obligations.

If you have not yet made a financial commitment for 2024, you may still do so.
Contact Stephanie Lee, our financial secretary, in the church office. 440.255.3496
or slee@mentorumc.org.

Mentor United Methodist Church is a Christ-centered church blessed with a
servant-heart oriented congregation.

Yours in Christ,

Rich Elwell
Jack Oliver Scan to

Get Updates
and More
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