
PRELUDE                                      "Now Pray We to the Holy Spirit”                              Buxtehude        
                                                           Amy Bender, organ                                                   
                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                            Paul Montgomery, Liturgist                                                                                                                                                                                                

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
        If we come into this place with the hope of growing deeper,
       with the hope of connecting, with the hope of glimpsing God,
       and if all of those things take place, and our spirits are moved,
       and we know God is near, and we feel more than lucky for the gift of faith,
       and then the service comes to an end, and it’s time for us to leave,
       and we ask ourselves, “Where do we go from here?”
       Then I would say to you, “Go out into the world to love and to share and to learn,
       but come back soon, because this is the beginning.
       This is only the beginning.
       So come on in. Fill your cup here. Be present here. God is here.”
       Let us worship Holy God.

The liturgical color is green, signifying life and growth
in the Christian Church, it is the eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost *DOXOLOGY #94 

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
      Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
      Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
      Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
      Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS

You may place your offering in the Offering Box at the entrance of the Sanctuary or give online
using the link on the back of the bulletin

KIN-DOM SIGNS

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

*Congregation invited to stand if able

*OPENING HYMN                    “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                        UMH #57            

ANTHEM       9:00                                       “Inception”                                     Jason W. Krug
                                                               Canticle Bells

                      11:00                             “Like a River In My Soul”                                 Tim Osiek
                                                              Chancel Choir

                                          

OFFERTORY  9:00                                “Be Thou My Vision”                       arr. Sandy Mullaney
  
                       11:00                                   “Let Me Listen”                                        Dan Forrest

Children are invited to stay in worship or meet in the Narthex to go to Sunday School 

OPENING PRAYER
       

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION – TRUTH TELLING
      Holy God, We are naturals when it comes to stalling out.
      We reach a certain point in the relationship, in the conversation, in our faith, and then  
      we stall. We buy property on the top of the plateau and build a house there, destined   
      to never dig deeper or climb higher. Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. 
      Forgive us for confusing the plateau with the mountain top. Forgive us for taking the
      easy way out instead of doing the hard work of curiosity, relationship-building, 
      vulnerability, and connection. Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from
      here. With hope and honesty we pray, Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENSS
      Family of faith, We are works in progress, but we are works in progress designed, 
      created, and claimed by God. No matter what you have done or left undone this week,  
      today is a fresh start. Hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
      God is with me on the mountain top, and God is with me on the plateau. I am loved, 
      claimed, and forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
      We believe that God is a conversationalist, drawing close to us and asking, “What do  
      you need? Where does it hurt? Who do you long to be?” We see this conversational 
      God in Jesus Christ, God’s own flesh, who walked the earth speaking with the poor, 
      the hungry, the lonely, and the outcast. Therefore, we believe that our call as people 
     of faith is to continue this holy conversation with those who look and think like us, as 
      well as with those who share little in common with us. We believe that through these 
      conversations, we are able to catch a glimpse of the Kin-dom of God, so we continue 
      the conversation in hope. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
     done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
     trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
     temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
     glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF CENTERING             “In Christ There Is No East or West”                           UMH #548 
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Pulpit Flowers are presented by the family of Shirley Coffin
In Loving Memory of Shirley,

who passed on Friday, September 15, 2023

October 27 is open for Flower dedications.
For flowers please call Kathy Fellows: 440-477-4485

United Methodist Church
MENTOR Scan to

Give, Connect,
and more

8600 Mentor Ave., Mentor, OH 44060
440.255.3496  -  info@mentorumc.org

“Ever Wider” by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity
Digital Painting with mixed media collage inspired by Acts 10.

 A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                      

*BENEDICTION SUNG RESPONSE  "Go Now In Peace"
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 
   Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
   God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
   Amen. Amen. Amen.

Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A

                                                                                    
POSTLUDE                                            "Postlude”                                                     Anton Bruckner              

SCRIPTURE                                                                                                                    Acts 10

MESSAGE
I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…Where Do We Go From Here?                    Rev. Steve Stultz Costello
 
HOLY COMMUNION – THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                        UMH 17

*HYMN OF MISSION        “I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord"                                   UMH #617
Hymn History: The words to this hymn were written by Brian Wren (born 1936) a noted British Hymn
writer. The hymn was written to illustrate the presence of Christ in Holy Communion. He begins with
the individualistic “I Come” and moves to the inclusive “We’ll Go” to signify the unity we have as
Followers of Christ. Wren used a tune from the hymn collection Southern Harmony as his music. This
tune was harmonized by Dr. Charles Webb. Dr. Webb (born 1933) is the retired Dean of the Jacobs
School of Music at Indiana University. He also has served as the church organist at the First United
Methodist Church in Bloomington, Indiana for 62 years, retiring in 2021. He is now Organist Emeritus.

*FAITH IN ACTION
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Members who are in need of prayer:
Karen Mancini, Marilyn Oliver, Dick Anderson, Patricia Bonner
Luke Sanvido, Star Bruno, David Fell, Norma Ickes, Bob Williams,
Ruthie Hobart, Mike Cosmo

Members admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living or Nursing Home Facility:
Aberdeen Crossing - Barbara Bradrich 
The Enclave - Kay Disbro, Delores Tackett,
Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith, Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler
Salida Woods - Doris Sturm
University Manor - Virginia Gilman
Parker Place - Bill Owen, Bob & Sandy Linsell, Deloris Parsons
Danbury Senior Living - Kathryn Bevacqua 
Tapestry - Gloria McFeely 
Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Breckenridge/Fairmount - Patricia Laubscher 
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Covenant Relationships
Learn more about the missionaries MUMC and our
Nagle Journey Group are dedicating to this year by
visiting our website. Read about and watch video
introductions of Janice Lee and Blaire Moses Kamango
and how they serve Methodist Missions.
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Thanksgiving LEADER NEEDED
There is a need for Kitchen oversight for this year’s Thanksgiving meal. A leader in the
kitchen will need to oversee the cooking and planning of food. Please reach out to the
church office or Missions to get involved.

Pastor Meet & Greets
Pastors Steve and Ivy would like to meet with groups of 8-15 people once a week
through the end of November. If you would like to plan a meet & greet, call Stephanie
at the church to schedule a time. Steve and Ivy have set aside several 1.5 hour slots
each week at various times. Learn about dates, times, and locations on our website or
by calling the church.

Fellowship Hour
Fellowship hour is looking for individuals, families, Journey Groups or Teams to host on
Sunday mornings. There are also still opportunities to donate prepackaged food such
as chips, crackers, and cookies. To get involved or know more, please contact Kathy
Fellows: 440-477-4485.

Great pictures from the Walk to End Alzheimer’s 9/23/23

Read the Weekly
Update ONLINE by
scanning QR Code
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