The liturgical colors are gold & white for joy and festivities

PRELUDE “Fugue and Harmonization on ST. ANNE” J. S. Bach/Hal Hopson

Amy Bender

WELCOME Adrienne Larkin, liturgist

*CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Children of God, Jesus Christ is born!
MANY: God has come to make a home among us!
ONE: Yet the story is not over. After birth comes the ordinary and mundane growing,
maturing, and discovering, even for the Christ Child.
MANY: In the ordinary and mundane, God has come to make a home among us.
ONE: And sometimes, in the midst of the everyday, something surprising happens, and
we discover anew just what God is up to in our midst.
MANY: In the surprising and spectacular, God has come to make a home among
us.
ONE: Children of God, let us worship the God who dwells with us in all things and all
seasons.

MANY: We come to make our home with God who makes a home among us. Amen.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, June 2024.

*OPENING HYMN
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

OPENING PRAYER

O God, Searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed us
for your own. As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and to
enter anew into covenant with you, reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us.
Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, and receive us in mercy, for
the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

(DAVID TRIPP, ENGLAND, 20TH CENT.)

“Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine” UMH 606

SCRIPTURE 2 Kings 23:1-3, p. 279

BAPTISM Ronin Charles Lai
Son of Michael & Andrea Lai

HYMN "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" TFWS 2051

Children are invited to stay in worship or meet in the Narthex to go to Sunday School

*Congregation invited to stand if able

CAROL SING

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

MENTOR IN MINISTRY
SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

*DOXOLOGY #94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifis!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Lord of Light and Love, we offer these gifts with hearts transformed by the
miracle of your son’s birth. As the shepherds returned with joy and praise, may
these offerings spread your joy and love. Use them to bless those in need, to
bring hope and peace, and to further your kingdom here on earth. In this season
of Advent, may we continue to glorify and praise you in all we do. In Jesus' name,
we pray. Amen.

HYMN OF CENTERING “Love Came Down at Christmas” UMH 242
SCRIPTURE Romans 5:1-5, p. 798
MESSAGE “God with Us Now and in the New Year”

Rev. Tammy Palermo

WESLEY’'S COVENANT PRAYER

| am no longer my own, but Yours. Put me to what You will, place me with whom
You will. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be put to work for You or set
aside for You, praised for You or criticized for You. Let me be full, let me be
empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing. | freely and fully surrender all
things to Your glory and service. And now, o wonderful and Holy God, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, You are mine, and | am Yours. So be it. And the
covenant which | have made on earth, let it also be made in heaven. Amen.



HYMN OF MISSION “While Shepherds Watched”” UMH 236 Traditional Worshi P December 29,2024

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION SUNG RESPONSE "Go Now In Peace"
Go now in Feace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in taith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Amen. Amen. Amen.
Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved.

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A

POSTLUDE “Joy to the World” Hal Hopson
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Altar Flowers are presented by Jo Ann Greiner
In Loving Memory of Husband, Raymond, & My Parents

o There are openings for flowers in January: o
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Disciple Bible Study

Beginning in the new year, we will start Discipleship Bible studies. Pastor
Steve will lead a Disciple 1 class on Thursdays, 4-6 PM starting January 16th.
Syndie Toth will lead Disciple 1 on Mondays from 10-12 PM and Lucas &
Wendy Rhoads will lead Disciple 2 on Thursdays from 7-9 PM. This will go all
2025, with a break in the summer. Pastor Tammy will facilitate the fast
track version, which is 24 weeks. The prayer is to have 100 plus people
involved to learn more about the Bible. Register ONLINE

The Gospel According to Peanuts: Snoopy Scavenger Hunt

Join us the first three Sundays of January for our new sermon series: The
Gospel According to Peanuts. After service, we encourage all ages to
participate in a Snoopy scavenger hunt: find all the Snoopys hidden around
the building! There are 20 in total.

Shepherding Summit

Join us on January 15th here at MUMC for the next Shepherding Summit.
This is a great opportunity for leaders & friends of the church who wish to
know more about leading all onto a path of Christ-centered discipleship
through faith, processes, ministries, and more. More info coming soon!

Communion
Continue to join us in the Chapel at 10:30 AM in between services for
communion.

Altar Flowers
There are openings for flowers in January: in Traditional worship. Please
contact Kathy Fellows at 440.477.4485

Church Directory
Directories will be available soon. We're excited to start off the New Year
with new books!

Young Adult Small Group

Young Adults are encouraged to join a small group that meets in-person
and online at 6 PM on Mondays. This group is ongoing and accepting new
friends at anytime. Sign up online or get in touch with Mackalyn.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfonyYaz2wgjtOUPJRYx4kuPg9KMJdAyH5UR6yWj93EFGu3oA/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-53551535-young#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfonyYaz2wgjtOUPJRYx4kuPg9KMJdAyH5UR6yWj93EFGu3oA/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-53551535-young#/
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Members who are in need of prayer:
Karen Mancini, Marilyn Oliver, Luke Sanvido, Lois Dyckman, Pam Crawley, Bob
Linsell, Dick & Nancy Smith, Andy Champa

Members admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living,

or Nursing Home Facility:

The Enclave - Delores Tackett, Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith,
Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler, Carol Anderson

Governors Point - Doris Sturm

Parker Place - Bill Owen, Bob & Sandy Linsell, Deloris Parsons,
Mary Ann Haycox

Mentor Ridge - Russ Lancaster

Tapestry - Gloria McFeely

Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom

Breckenridge /Fairmount - Patricia Laubscher

Village of St. Edward - Dale Porter

Holly Hill - Floyd Richards

Love & Sympathy to the family and friends of Doug Kepp,
who passed on December 26, 2024.
The service will be January 11, 2025 at 11 AM at Mentor UMC.

Monday, December 30 Wednesday, January 1

e Youth Lock-in (Day 2) e Church office CLOSED

Thursday, January 2
Tuesday, December 31 ¢ Choir Rehearsals

e Church office CLOSED Friday, January 3
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