The liturgical color is purple for the Second Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arr. Nelson, Schmidt, Van Der Beek
McKinley Glasser, cello; Amy Bender, piano

WELCOME Pastor Steve & Pastor lvy

OPENING PRAYER Connie Irvin, Liturgist

Holy God of promise, as we gather in this Advent season, prepare our hearts to receive
the gift of Christ anew. Through the music offered today, quiet our distractions, awaken
our hope, and draw us into the mystery of your coming light. Let this time of worship
ready us—not only for the celebration of Christmas—but for the presence of Christ in our
daily lives. In his holy name we pray, Amen.

OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” UMH 196
Hymn History: The words to this hymn were written by Charles Wesley in 1744. Wesley observed
the issues plaguing Great Britain at the time, including orphans who were homeless and living
off the streets plus the class divide in the country. He read Haggai 2:7 where the Prophet
chides the people for their misguided priorities and lack of faithfulness to God. Wesley wrote a
poem whicﬁ focused on the longing of God’s people for deliverance and justice. Wesley later
adapted this ]Jooem info a hymn.” The goal was for people to remember the Advent season and
the Nativity of Jesus. The music we sing today is a @\Ielsh tune called Hyfrydol by Rowland Hugh
Prichard. Prichard wrote the tune when he was just nineteen in 1830. grichard spent his life as
a loom tender’s assistant helping to weave cloth as well as writing music.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING Peace Diane & Tracy Paroubek

Children invited to stay with families or to go to Sunday School at this time

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
As the plates are being passed, please also take this opportunity to sign the Welcome Book and pass it on.

OFFERTORY “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” arr. Cathy DeRousse

*DOXOLOGY #94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HOLY COMMUNION

*Congregation invited to stand if able

Please hold applause until the end of the Cantata

Sing We Noel

Five Christmas Suites
Composed and arranged by Joel Raney;
Orchestrated by Joel Raney & Ed Hogan

Presented by the choirs of
Mentor and Painesville United Methodist Churches
Amy Bender and Fritz Streiff, Directors
Liese and Ken Vito, Narrators

Sing We Noel
It Came upon the Midnight Clear
A Child Is Born
Sing Glorial
The Shepherd's Visit
Sing We Noel (Reprise)

Judy Elias, flute Maria Vinas, violin

Jeff Kish, oboe Matt Gittins, violin
Tracy Paroubek, clarinet Virginia Ashley, viola
Amanda Alafi, trumpet McKinley Glasser, cello
Greg Hillis, french horn Matt Yoke, double bass

Brad Leyrer, euphonium Michelle Watson, timpani
Bryson Moffat, percussion Bonnie Budziak, piano




+
*BENEDICTION ’ +

POSTLUDE "From Heaven Above to Earth | Come” Wilbur Held Menlllor Unill.ed MeihOdiSi ChurCh

Traditional Worship | December 7, 2025

Christmas Cantata
Prayer of dedication written by Pastor Steve with assistance from ChatGPT
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Altar Flowers are presented by Kurt Hinkley . . o
In Memory of wife, Linda's birthday + . .
To order flowers please contact Kathy Fellows at 440.477.4485 +
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Nativity Sets in Traditional
YOU are invited to bring in your favorite Nativity set for display in the Sanctuary on one of
the following Sundays during Advent!

e Dec. 14 - setup on Sat. 12/13 between 2:30 & 4:00 PM

e Dec. 21 - setup on Sat. 12/20 between 2:30 & 4:00 PM
Your name(s) and a brief description of your Nativity will be printed in the bulletin - and if
there is a special story connected to your Nativity, we'll include that too! [You'll be able to
take your Nativity home directly after the 11:00 AM traditional service.] Please sign up by
Wednesday, Dec. 11 via the Sign-Up Genius on the church website - or advise Chris Fournier
that you're interested. Due to space constraints, slots are limited!

Prelude to Christmas

Join us at Mentor UMC on Friday, December 12th in the Sanctuary at 7:30 PM for the
Charter Members Men’s Choir’s “Prelude to Christmas.” Each year, this performance readies
us for the coming of Christ and the Christmas season. This is free and open to all.

Blue Christmas
Join us at Mentor UMC for a special Christmas service at 5 PM on December 17th. This is a
service for those experiencing grief, loss, and hardship this holiday season. All welcome.

Giving Trees

The Giving Trees are an annual mission that allows us to bless a family for Christmas. By
partnering with local schools, a list is put together of children that are in need of Christmas
gifts this year. YOU can provide joy this Christmas season by visiting the trees around the
church (single child, prayers, or local orgs) or viewing the online sign-up (families). Please
note that some of the students are listed as special needs. Also, some of the children are
missing first names or ages. We have had a difficult time getting information this year. If we
get updated info, we will reach out to you personally. Sorry for the inconvenience. All gifts
are due back by 12/14 at noon. But we have a secured spot to store so please feel free to
drop off prior to that date. It would really be appreciated! Please call or text Betsy at 440-
283-6524 with any questions!

Advent Brews & Bibles

Come join us for our Brews & Bibles Advent group where we meet at 6 PM in a different
holiday bar each week in Downtown Willoughby! This practice is based on pub theology,
which is the idea that pubs and bars are low-stakes, welcoming spaces for folks to ask big
questions and have deep conversations about life and God. And in a charged and divided
world, we need more of these welcoming spaces. Learn more about pub theology here. We
follow the Wesleyan practice of drinking responsibly and in moderation (or even not drinking
at all) as we create a welcoming space out in the community for folks within our church and
outside of it to join in discussing Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study. You can join this
group at ANY time, so if you miss a week, don’t worry!

4B Luncheon

All are welcome to join us for our December 4B Luncheon! Michelle Park of the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank will speak about local food insecurity and how the Food Bank is
helping to bridge the meal gap. The menu includes shepherd’s pie soup, dinner rolls, bacon
pea salad, and peppermint bark brownies. We hope you will join us on Wednesday,
December 10th at noon in the MUMC Gallery! This event is hosted by Mentor United Women
in Faith. Please RSVP to uwfementorumc.org or find the signup sheet in the Info Hub.
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Sing We Noel

Sing we noel, noel, noel, noel, we sing noel. Joyeux Noel.
Joytully we sing, joyfully we sing, joyfully we sing noel,
Sing we noel. Joyeux Noel.

The first Noel the angels did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay.
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night,
under starlight, on a cold winter’s night.

Silent night. Holy night. All is calm, all is bright ‘round yon Virgin Mother and child;
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Sing we noel, noel, noel, noel, we sing noel. Joyeux Noel.
Joytully we sing, joyfully we sing, joyfully we sing noel,
Sing we noel. Joyeux Noel.

Sing we now of Christmas, noel, sing we here!
Hear our grateful praises to the babe so dear.
Sing we noel, a King is born, noel!

Sing we now of Christmas, sing we all noel!

God rest ye merry, gentlemen let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ was born on Christmas day,

To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,

O tidings of comfort and joy!

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold.
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
When, with the ever circling years, shall come the time foretold.
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FAAAE2EA3FCC25-60709829-giving#/
https://www.pubtheology.com/about/
mailto:uwf@mentorumc.org

A Child Is Born
Mary had a baby my Lord! Mary had a baby my Lord!
Mary had a baby, Mary had a baby boy. Mary had a baby. O my Lord.

What did she name him, my Lord? What did she name him, my Lord?
She named him King Jesus, named him King Jesus. Mary had a baby, my Lord.

Where was he born, my Lord? Where was he born, my Lord?
He was born in a stable, born in a stable, Mary had a baby, Lord. O, my Lord.

What child is this who laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping.
O, this, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own him,
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.

Raise, raise the song on high. The Virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy for Christ is born! The babe, the son of Mary.

Sing Gloria!
Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo. Glory to God in the highest.
And peace on earth. Et in terra pax.

The Shepherd’s Visit
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down, and glory shown around, and glory shone around.

“Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind;
“Glad tiding of great joy | bring to you and humankind, to you and humankind.”

Angels called shepherds, “Leave your flocks at rest,
Journey forth to Bethlehem, find the lambkin blest.”
Rise up, shepherd, rise up, shepherd, rise up, shepherd, rise up!

Come to Bethlehem and see him, whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King!

There's a star in the east on Christmas morn. Rise up, shepherd and follow.
It will lead to the place where the Savior’s born. Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

Take good heed to the angel’s word, rise up, shepherd, and follow.
You'll forget your flock, and you'll forget your herd, so rise up, shepherd.

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.

There's a star in the east on Christmas morn. Rise up, shepherd and follow.

It will lead to the place where the Savior’s born. Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
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Members who are in need of prayer:

Hilary Pleska, Karen Mancini, Tom Martin, The Eppler Family, Noralee Starr, Sandy
Williams, Dee Smith, Russ Lancaster, Kay McKinney, Ruthie Hobart, Terry & Mary Ellen
Reynolds, Kimberlee Johnson, The Hall Family, Doug & Kathy Koman, Sandy Mazelis,
Syndie Toth, Heather Lippert, Linda Beidle, Bill Mueller, Vanessa Rios, Diane Paroubek

Scan to Read the
Weekly Update

Members admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living, or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Delores Tackett, Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith,
Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler, Joe & Judy Tirpak
Parker Place - Bill Owen, Bob & Sandy Linsell, Deloris Parsons, Mary Ann Haycox
Prosper at Wickliffe - Gloria McFeely
Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Fairmont - Gretchen Tice
Governor’s Point - Bob Williams
Mentor Ridge - June Van Ostrand
Danbury Senior Living - Terry Reynolds

Love & Sympathy to the family and friends of Laurie Eppler,
who passed on Wednesday, December 3, 2025. Her service will be on Tuesday,
December 30, 2025 at 11 AM at Mentor United Methodist Church.
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