
                               
WELCOME                                                                                                 Chris Fournier, liturgist

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The liturgical colors are gold & white for joy and festivities

*DOXOLOGY #94 
    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
    Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
    Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
MENTOR IN MINISTRY

*Congregation invited to stand if able

*OPENING HYMN            “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”                          UMH 126

Children are invited to stay in worship or meet in the Narthex to go to Sunday School 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                                                
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Come, all who carry heavy burdens of grief and loss.
We come, seeking rest for our weary souls.
Bring your tears, your questions, and your pain before the Lord.
We bring them, trusting in God’s mercy and grace.
God sees our sorrow and hears our cries.
In our grief, we will find God’s presence and peace.
Let us worship the God who brings hope from despair, joy from mourning, and life from death.
We come with open hearts, ready to receive God’s healing and redemption.

HYMN OF CENTERING                “Come, Ye Disconsolate”                                     UMH 510

SCRIPTURE                                                                                Matthew 2:16-18 NIV, p. 682

PRELUDE                                                       “Fantasia”                                                     Pachelbel
                                                         Amy Bender, organist

Gracious God, who blesses us in our brokenness and rejoices with us in our joy,
we bring these gifts as an offering of hope and love. May they be used to heal the
hurting, feed the hungry, and welcome the weary. Help us to be a community that
reflects your kingdom, where all find acceptance and grace. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

ANTHEM                           “Gonna sit Down and Rest Awhile”                         Patti Drennan
                                 Chancel Choir; Bonnie Budziak, accompanist

OFFERTORY                                             “Blessings”                           arr. Heather Sorenson

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

OPENING PRAYER SCRIPTURE                                                                             Jeremiah 6:13-15a NIV, p. 539

MESSAGE                  “The Gospel According to Peanuts: Good Grief“         
                                                   Rev. Steve Stultz Costello

COMMISSIONING 2025 CHURCH LEADERS

HYMN OF MISSION              “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”                               UMH 133
Hymn History: The words to this hymn were written by Elisha Hoffman He was approached  
Anthony Showalter (1858-1924) who had written the music but could not come up with the
lyrics. Hoffman added the words to complete the hymn in 1887 Elisha Hoff was born in
Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania in 1839. He learned music from his father, an Evangelical
minister. He was ordained a Presbyterian minister in 1873 after attending Union Seminary
(now Albright College). Hoffman moved to Cleveland where he worked in the publishing
division of the Evangelical Association for 11 years. He then pastored churches in Cleveland
and Grafton, before moving to Benton Harbor, Michigan and then to Cabery, Illinois.
Hoffman wrote over 2,000 hymns He died in Chicago in 1929.

POSTLUDE                                                 “Toccata”                                                Thygerson         

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                     

*BENEDICTION SUNG RESPONSE      "Go Now In Peace"
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 
   Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
   God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
   Amen. Amen. Amen.

Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A

                                                                                    



Altar Flowers are presented by Kay Feiten
To the Glory of God

Pulpit Flowers are presented by Nancy Smith
In Honor of her husband, Richard Smith’s, 87th birthday

January 19, 2025

United Methodist Church
MENTOR Scan to

Give, Connect,
Get Updates, and more

8600 Mentor Ave., Mentor, OH 44060
440.255.3496  -  info@mentorumc.org WIFI password: GodLovesYou

Traditional Worship
 There are openings for flowers in February: 

please contact Kathy Fellows at 440.477.4485

Opening Prayer and Prayer of Dedication written by Pastor Steve
 Call to Worship – written with assistance from ChatGPT
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Members who are in need of prayer:
Karen Mancini, Marilyn Oliver, Luke Sanvido,
Bob Linsell, Joan Korenko, Katie Weiss

Members admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living,
or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Delores Tackett, Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith,
     Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler, Carol Anderson
Governors Point - Doris Sturm
Parker Place - Bill Owen, Bob & Sandy Linsell, Deloris Parsons,
     Mary Ann Haycox
Mentor Ridge - Russ Lancaster
Tapestry - Gloria McFeely 
Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Breckenridge/Fairmount - Patricia Laubscher
Village of St. Edward - Dale Porter
Holly Hill - Floyd Richard
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Monday, January 20

Tuesday, January 21

Wednesday, January 22

Thursday, January 23

Friday, January 24

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Carr Journey Group

Ring Journey Group
Disciple Fast Track

Child & Caregiver Class
Knitting Group
Finance Meeting
SPRC Meeting

Choir Rehearsals
GEM Meeting 
Disciple 2

MOMCo
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The Gospel According to Peanuts: Snoopy Scavenger Hunt
Join us the first three Sundays of January for our new sermon series: The
Gospel According to Peanuts. After service, we encourage ALL ages to
participate in a Snoopy scavenger hunt: find all the Snoopys hidden around
the building! There are 20 in total. 

You, Me, and Mentor UMC
Join us around 12:15 PM in the Gallery on Today, January 19, 2025 for a light
luncheon to welcome and meet Pastors, new friends, and members.

Communion
Continue to join us in the Chapel at 10:30 AM in between services for
communion all Sundays EXCEPT Communion Sunday (the first Sunday of
the month).

Young Adult Small Group
Young Adults are encouraged to join a small group that meets in-person
and online. This group is ongoing and accepting new friends at anytime.
Sign up online or get in touch with Mackalyn about the Winter/Spring
schedule.

Healthy Congregations Workshop
Healthy Congregations is on Saturday, February 8th from 9-4 PM This
workshop is designed to equip leaders to respond to the presence or
potential threat of anxiety in a congregational system in ways that prevent
destructive conflict and help the church stay focused on its unique mission
and purpose. The cost is $15 and can be paid by cash or through our online
giving. Register online.

Bread, Broth, Brownies, & Bingo
Join Mentor United Women in Faith for February’s bread, broth, and
brownies luncheon! The menu includes dinner rolls, vegetable beef soup,
salad, and butterscotch chip brownies. This month’s theme is “Sharing
God’s Love,” and you are invited to bring any of the following items to
share with Project Hope for the Homeless: 10-12 oz. disposable cups,
plasticware, Lysol spray, toilet bowl cleaner, 33-gallon trash bags. We hope
to see you on Wednesday, February 12th at noon in the MUMC Gallery!
Please RSVP to uwf@mentorumc.org, register online, or find the signup
sheet in the Info Hub.
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