
*Congregation is invited to stand or remain seated

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

PRELUDE                                      "All Creatures of Our God and King”          arr. Cathy DeRousse
                                                             Amy Bender, organist

WELCOME                                                                                              Connie Irvin, liturgist       

OPENING PRAYER

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

MENTOR IN MINISTRY

OFFERTORY                                                     “Your Love”                            Craig Courtney
                                                Chancel Choir; Tracy Paroubek, clarinet

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
As the plates are being passed, please also take this opportunity to sign the Welcome Book and pass it on.

*DOXOLOGY #94
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow:
     Praise God, all creatures here below;
     Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
     Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
     Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

MESSAGE                                           “Load-Bearing Beliefs”
                                                         Rev. Steve Stultz Costello

The liturgical color is green for Ordinary Time

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN                           “One Bread, One Body”                                     UMH 620

*HYMN OF CENTERING                       “How Great Thou Art”                                UMH 77

SCRIPTURE                                                                      Philippians 3:4b-11 NRSV, p. 832

We come from many places, carrying many stories, traditions, accomplishments, and
identities.
Yet whatever we once counted as gain, we seek something greater: to know Christ
and the power of his love.
The wisdom of God revives the soul, rejoices the heart, and gives light to our eyes.
God’s ways are more precious than gold and sweeter than honey.
Today, Christians around the world gather at Christ’s table—different languages, cultures,
customs, and experiences, yet one body in Christ.
At this table, we discover what truly holds us together: not status or achievement, not
nationality or tradition, but the grace of Jesus Christ.
So come to the table. Come to the Word. Come to know Christ more deeply.
With the whole Church throughout the world, let us worship God!

SILENT PRAYER

CHILDREN’S INVITE

SCRIPTURE                                                                                        Psalm 19:7-10 NRSV, p. 390

ANTHEM                                               “Festival Sanctus”                                     John Leavitt
                                     Chancel Choir; Bonnie Budziak, accompanist *HYMN OF MISSION                       “The Church's One Foundation”                       UMH  545

HOLY COMMUNION                                                                                                     UMH 17

Hymn History: The words to this hymn were written Samuel Stone.  He put them to the hymn,
Aurelia, written by Samuel Sebastian Wesley, a grandson of Charles Wesley.  Stone was
born in 1839 in Whoitmore, England.  He was the son of a Church of England priest.  Stone
followed in his father’s footsteps and became a priest in 1862, the same year he graduated
from Oxford.  He followed his father as vicar of St Paul’s Haggerston Church.  It was in a
poor section of London.  Stone would open the church early at 6:30 in the morning so
working class people could have services and prayer before work.  He later moved to All
Hallows London Wall church and was there until he retired.  The church got its name
because the north wall of the church was built on the old Roman city wall of London. He
died in 1900 in London.
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Flower OPENING on Sunday, October 4th.
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Liturgy and prayers written by Pastor Steve with assistance from ChatGPT

POSTLUDE                                    "Toccata in C Major”                                     Pachelbel

*BENEDICTION      
                                                                                               

*BENEDICTION SUNG RESPONSE    "Go Now In Peace"
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 
   Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
   God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
   Amen. Amen. Amen.

Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A
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UPCOMING Thursday, October 8

Sunday, October 4

Friday, October 9

Saturday, October 10
Modern Worship
Practice

A T  M E N T O R  U N I T E D
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

Garden Club
Luncheon
Canticle Bells
Charter Members
Men's Choir
Chancel Choir 9, 9:15 & 11 AM Worship

Early Childhood Care,
      9 & 11 AM

Fellowship Hour, 10 AM & 12 PM
Martin Journey Group, 10 AM
Worship Planning Meeting

Monday, October 5

Tuesday, October 6

Wednesday, October 7
Knitting Group
Gaming Group
SPRC Meeting

Ring Journey Group
Pickleball
Young Adult Group
Toni Morrison Study

MENTOR
UN ITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

H I G H L I G H T S

Parents Morning Out
Carr Journey Groups
Seeds of Understanding

Admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith,
Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler, Joe & Judy Tirpak
Ohman Family Living in Holly - Bob & Sandy Linsell
Parker Place - Deloris Parsons, Mary Ann Haycox
Salida Woods - June Van Ostrand

In need of prayer:
Hilary Pleska, Russ Lancaster, Kay McKinney, Mary Ellen Reynolds, Nancy Smith,  
Joyce Snyder, Ruthie Hobart, Richard & Nancy Smith, Fletcher Family, Laura Van
Riper, Rev. Connie Sterner

Love & Sympathy to the family & friends of Dale Fisher,
who passed on Monday, September 27, 2026.
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Bread, Broth, Brownies, & Bingo 
Please join United Women in Faith for another 4B luncheon! The October menu
will feature tomato bisque soup, 5-cheese garlic bread, salad, and chocolate
brownies with candy corn on top. After lunch, Janice Silvaroli from Birthright
will share about their mission in our community. You are invited to help
support Birthright by bringing one or more health essentials (new items only,
please): diapers, pull-ups, baby wipes, baby soap, baby shampoo. There will
be an opportunity to offer a monetary gift as well. We hope you will join us on
Wednesday, October 14th at noon in the MUMC Gallery! This event is hosted
by UWFaith, and all are welcome. Please RSVP to uwf@mentorumc.org,
register online, or find the sign-up sheet in the Info Hub.

Mentor Public Schools Levy Information Meeting
All community members & registered voters are encouraged to attend an
informative session on Tuesday, October 20  at 6 PM in the Gallery. The
Mentor Public Schools Superintendent, Craig Heath, will share facts about the
current levy proposed for the upcoming election. Cookies and coffee
provided! Please bring a neighbor or friend for this important evening of
learning.

th

Gingerbread Show 2026
Join us on Friday, November 6  and Saturday, November 7  for the Annual
Gingerbread Arts & Crafts Show at MUMC. Prospective Participants must
send requests to gingerbread@mentorumc.org. If you would like to donate
gently used treasures, please drop them off during the week LEADING UP to
the sale, on Thursday, November 5th.

th th

Treat Street
Join us on Saturday, October 17  for our annual trunk-or-treat, TREAT STREET!
Enjoy candy, games, and a family-friendly haunted house here at Mentor
UMC. Sign up to be a trunker ONLINE or get in touch with Pastor Tammy. If you
are a Youth or Young Adult who would like to help with the Haunted House,
reach out to Mackalyn Figgins.

th
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