The liturgical color is green for Ordinary Time

PRELUDE “Prelude in Classic Style” Gordon Young
Amy Bender, organist

WELCOME Luke Rhoads, liturgist

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
We come not because we have it all together, but because we need the grace of God.
Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
We bring our joys and our sorrows, trusting in the presence of God.
Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”
In a world that celebrates power and pride, Jesus calls us to another way.
Come, let us open our hearts to the surprising ways of God’s kingdom.
Come, let us worship Christ and learn to be the difference.

*OPENING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” UMH 139
Hymn History: The music to this hymn, LOBE DEN HERREN, is from an anonymous source in
Germany. It means Praise the Lord in English. The German church leader, Joachim Neander
wrote the words to it in 1680. The hymn was harmonized by the English musician William
Sterndale Bennett in 1864. Bennett was born in Sheffield, En rond in 1816. Orphaned at age
three, he was raised by his paternal grandfather who enrolled young William at the Royal
Academy of Music at age ten. Bennett became a noted composer, pianist, and teacher of
music. He impressed the famous German composer, Felix Mendelssohn who brought him to
Leipzig, Germany to study. Bennett returned to England and taught music at Queen's
College, London. Among his pupils was Arthur Sullivan of Gilbert and Sullivan fame. Bennett
later taught music at the University of Cambridge and was knighted in 1871. He died in 1875
and is buried in Westminster Abbey.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

CHILDREN’S INVITE
OPENING PRAYER
SCRIPTURE Psalm 30:1-12 NRSV, p. 394

ANTHEM “Gonna Sit Down and Rest Awhile” Patti Drennan
Chancel Choir; Bonnie Budziak, accompanist

*Congregation is invited to stand or remain seated

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

MENTOR IN MINISTRY

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

As the plates are being passed, please also take this opportunity to sign the Welcome Book and pass it on.

OFFERTORY “Fill-A Me Up!” Pepper Choplin
Chancel Choir; Willie Dycks, soloist

*DOXOLOGY #94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow:
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluja! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose 'power uplifis!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN OF CENTERING “Near to the Heart of God” UMH 472
SCRIPTURE Matthew 5:1-5 NRSV, p. 683
MESSAGE “Bea the Difference: The Counter-Cultural Heart”

Rev. Steve Stultz Costello
*HYMN OF MISSION “Trust and Obey” UMH 467
*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION SUNG RESPONSE "Go Now In Peace"
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in taith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others’so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Amen. Amen. Amen
Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A

POSTLUDE "Festival Postlude” Zipoli
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Altar Flowers are presented by Kim & Dana Ludwig
In Loving Memory of Gloria & Jack Meyer, parents, grandparents,
And Howard & Fanny Ulch, grandparents

To order flowers please contact Kathy Fellows at 440.477.4485
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Admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living or Nursing Home Facility:
Enclave: Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith, Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler,
Joe & Judy Tirpak

Ohman Family Living: Bob & Sandy Linsell

Parker Place: Deloris Parsons, Mary Ann Haycox

Salida Woods: June Van Ostrand

Scan to Read the
Weekly Update

In need of prayer:

Hilary Pleska, Russ Lancaster, Kay McKinney, Mary Ellen Reynolds,
Norma Ickes, Lois Dyckman, Nancy Smith, Joyce Snyder, Jan Sudekum,
Ruthie Hobart, Richard & Nancy Smith, Fletcher Family, Laura Van Riper
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Whole Church Bible Study: LUNCH & LEARN

ALL are invited to join us in the Gallery at 12:30 PM on Sunday, September 13" for a
Lunch & Learn. Each quarter or so, we'll gather together to engage in reflection on a
scripture and a theme. This upcoming meeting will focus on the Council of Bishop's
New vision statement for the UMC: United Methodist form disciples of Jesus Christ, who
empowered by the Holy Spirit: Love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in
local communities and worldwide connections.

Pet Blessing Planning

Do you want to help plan a Pet Blessing? We joyfully invite you to help plan an Animal
Blessing Service—a celebration of the animals who enrich our lives with love, laughter,
and companionship. Contact Chris Fletcher 740-739-2155 or Chrisfletchereaol.com.

Small Group Sunday

Join us on Sunday, September 20" for Small Group Sunday! We'll meet in the Gallery
after worship to celebrate and share information about ALL the small group
opportunities offered this coming falll Some are below:

StrengthsFinder

Sign up for a fall session of StrengthsFinder. This five-week course allows you learn
what your strengths are and how to best use them in every area of life. All dates/info
available online or in the Info Hub.

High School Football Outing

Youth are invited to join us on Friday, September 18th at 7 PM to support our athletic
and band-participating peers at the Riverside v. Mentor game. Cost is around $10 per
person.

Seeds of Understanding

This introductory course explores Dr. Kate Common’s theological work. Meet with
Pastor Tammy and other in person at 7 PM in Room 112 on Mondays beginning
September 21st.

Paradise by Toni Morrison Study

Join others in reading Toni Morrison's 1997 novel, Paradise, as part of the year-long
celebration of Toni Morrison across the state of Ohio. We'll meet in the Youth Room at
7:30 PM on Tuesday evenings starting September 29" and going through October. For
any questions, reach out to Kenna Tanner.
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