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It is like precious oil
Poured on the head,

Running down on the beard,
Running down on Aaron’s beard,
Down on the collar of his robe.

– Psalm 133:2

P A S T O R ’ S  L E T T E R

Pastor Steve

Greetings Church!

Every journey changes us. Over the past several weeks, we’ve been traveling together
through the ancient Psalms of Ascent in our summer worship series, Rhythm of the Road.
These were songs pilgrims sang as they made their way to Jerusalem songs of hope, trust,
perseverance, gratitude, and homecoming. Along the way, we’ve reflected on worry and
God’s faithfulness, on what it means to build our lives with God rather than on our own
efforts, and on discovering the kind of home that God is creating among us.

This Sunday we reach the final destination.

Our closing scripture, Psalm 133, begins with these familiar words: “How very good and
pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity.” It is a psalm that reminds us that the journey
of faith is never meant to be traveled alone. We need God—but we also need one another.

We’ll explore one of the Bible’s most memorable
images: abundant anointing oil poured over Aaron’s
head, running down his beard and onto his robes. It’s
an image that may seem strange at first, but it carries
a beautiful message of God’s overflowing blessing—a
blessing never meant to stop with one person but to
flow through a whole community.

We’ll also connect this ancient psalm with Bill Withers’
timeless song, “Lean on Me,” discovering that God’s
vision of community is not simply that we gather in the
same place, but that we become people who carry one
another through life’s joys and burdens.

Whether you’ve been with us every week or this would
be your first Sunday in the series, I hope you’ll join us
as we celebrate the conclusion of Rhythm of the Road.
Together we’ll remember where the journey has taken
us, celebrate what God has been building among us,
and gather around Christ’s Table to receive the grace
that sustains us for every road still ahead.

I look forward to worshiping with you.

Grace and peace,



June Giving $70,582.39

YTD Giving $446,136.38

YTD Expenses $467,571.944

YTD Overage (Deficit) ($21,435.06)

Admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith,

Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler, Joe & Judy Tirpak
Ohman Family Living in Holly - Bob & Sandy Linsell
Parker Place - Deloris Parsons, Mary Ann Haycox

Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Salida Woods - June Van Ostrand

In need of prayer:
Hilary Pleska, Russ Lancaster, Kay McKinney, Mary Ellen Reynolds, 
Norma Ickes, Lois Dyckman, Ruthanne MacDonald, Nancy Smith,  

Joyce Snyder, Jan Sudekum, Ruthie Hobart, 
Reynolds Family, Williams Family

Care In our prayers today & in your personal prayer
time, please remember the following:

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

Conference Apportionments paid for 2026=> 100%

Stewardship Update
The table to the right shares the most recent financial
stewardship update. You’re pledged and general
giving supports the whole Body of Christ at Mentor
UMC. It is one indication of being on a path of Christ-
centered discipleship. Together, we are sharing the
Gospel and making a difference. Thank you.

For any questions, reach out to Stephanie Lee in the
church office or a member of the Finance Committee.
As always, a church budget is available on request.



New Beginnings
Are you a visitor, regular
attender, or just someone who
wants to know more about
Methodism? You can attend a
New Beginnings class to learn
more about Mentor UMC and
membership as well as attend
upcoming luncheons or
coffee/tea times. Below are the
upcoming events:

LUNCHEON: Sunday, August
30th – 12:30-1:45 PM
CLASS: Saturday, September
12nd, 1:00-3:30 PM
CLASS: Thursday, September
17th, 6:30-8:00 PM

You can RSVP for these
offerings online here or get in
touch with Chris Fletcher
and/or the church office.

Women’s Soul Care Retreat
On Saturday, September 19th,  
MUMC is hosting a beautiful
day of rest, renewal, and
spiritual grounding for the
women of our church. The Soul
Care Retreat will offer space to
slow down, breathe deeply,
and reconnect with God
through worship, reflection,
and gentle community
rhythms. Childcare will be
available. Please mark your
calendar and plan to join us.
Full details and registration will
be available soon.

StrengthsFinder
Sign up for a fall session of
StrengthsFinder. This five-
week course allows you learn
what your strengths are and
how to best use them in every
area of life. All dates and info
are available online here.

Need to KnowYouversion
https://bible.com/events/496
41103
Learn more about Sunday’s scriptures &
worship by visiting this link.

Open Table
ALL are invited to join us on
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30
PM for the next Open Table at
MUMC. This is a FREE meal
open to ALL! We will enjoy
dinner, dessert, then an
activity. RSVP online here or in
the Info Hub.

MENTOR UMC

Young Adult Retreat
ALL Young Adults are
encouraged to journey to
Niagara Falls for a day of
spirit-filled connection and
adventure on Saturday,
August 8th. We will leave
around 6-6:30 AM from the
church then return around
8:30-9:00 PM. Participants are
encouraged to bring writing
materials, walking shoes, and
a water bottle. You may also
bring money for extra snacks
or souvenirs. Otherwise, this
retreat is completely FREE. A
meal will be provided.
Register online here.

CWC Luncheon
Join us for the next Christian
Women’s Connection of Lake
Co. Luncheon on Tuesday,
August 18th at 11:15 AM at
Pine Ridge CC. Karen Hines
from Market Wagon and Sue
Balsinger will be featured.
Cost is $28 per person. Please
RSVP by August 13  to
cwcstonecroft@yahoo.com. 
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Women’s Journey Group
Interested in a women-led
small group at MUMC? A
Journey Group is an
opportunity to explore faith
questions and experience the
Word of God more deeply
alongside sisters in Christ.
Whatever your comfort level
or knowledge of the Bible and
Christian theology, all are
welcome. These groups are
designed to meet you right
where you are. If you are
interested, please contact
Chris Fletcher by phone
750‑739‑2155 or email at:
chrisfletcher67@aol.com. We
look forward to seeing how
God may be leading this new
opportunity for connection,
learning, and spiritual growth.

FALL JOURNEY & SMALL
GROUPS INFO REQUEST
MUMC is preparing for fall  
Journey & Small Groups! You
can help us out by sending
updated information for your
group. If you are currently a
leader or co-leader of a small
group, please take a moment
to fill out THIS FORM HERE.
We are deeply appreciative of
your time and look forward to
seeing your rich discipleship
flourish this coming year!

https://linktr.ee/mumcsignups
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdckW_XMD_l4ch9MpljyGxLzvN2jNH3gWqgGE3inAyooNzHHw/viewform
https://bible.com/events/49641103
https://bible.com/events/49641103
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FAAAE2EA3FCC25-57893530-open
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-63982312-young#/
mailto:chrisfletcher67@aol.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf57FRyXmy5hxv5Wep1ibps2q5LW6GWAu8RyCkHBN4ZulK0mw/viewform?usp=header


M.O.?
Mission Opportunities

Blood Drive
The next Blood Drive at
Mentor UMC is on Tuesday,
August 4th from 9 AM to 3
PM. Sign up online to donate
here. Your donation saves
lives!

What's
Your

WEEKLY UPDATE

More Than a Meal
Volunteer to prepare, cook,
serve, or clean up for the
next More Than a Meal on
Saturday, August 29th. Doors
open at 5 PM and the meal is
served at 5:30 PM. This meal
happens EVERY last Saturday
of the month, so if you can’t
help this month, check out
later dates. Signup online
here or get in touch with the
church office for help with
signing up.

Food Ministry
The MUMC Food Pantry holds
regular food distributions,  
serving families in our
community. Donate
nonperishable items to the
Pantry by dropping them off
in the Community Center bin.
If you wish to volunteer for
the distribution, please reach
out to Alan Vick:
realcat26@proton.me
CURRENT NEEDS:

Deodorant
Shampoo
Kids Toothpaste
Cleaning supplies
Disinfectant cleaner
Dish soap.
Manwitch
Pineapple (canned)
Cereal: Cinnamon Toast
Crunch & Lucky Charms

Hope Chest
Hope Chest is in need of the
below items. New or gently
used items are encouraged.
Donations can be dropped
off in the Community Center.

Boys clothes (all sizes)
Mens shorts (all sizes)
Kids shoes (all kinds)

MENTOR UMC

Adult Mission Journey
Would you like to be part of
God's mission in the world,
but want to sleep in your own
bed at night? Join others from
MUMC for a mini mission
journey at Nehemiah Mission
in Cleveland on August 28-29.
Nehemiah Mission provides
housing, meals, Bible study
and more to their diverse
community. We will be
updating one of the rooms at
the mission, and there will be
something for everyone to do,
whether you are a seasoned
remodeler or a newbie.  Join
us for one or both days. To
sign up, contact Kate Colbow
at kate_colbow@yahoo.com. 

Project Hope
Project Hope for the
Homeless is in need of
certain items. Donations can
be dropped off AT Project
Hope from 9 AM to 2 PM.
Shop their wishlist ONLINE
HERE.

16oz bottled water
33-35 gallon trash bags
Tea bags
Sugar
Women's underwear 

      Size 8
Toilet bowl cleaner
Bleach
Drink mix - NO red please

YOUTH Group Volunteers
This fall, our Youth (grades 6-12)
will meet on the fourth Sunday
of the month from 4 PM to 6 PM.
During this time, we will have a
snack, do a short Bible study,
and learn a life skill. This can be
any life skill, such as gardening,
cooking, rough carpentry, how to
change a tire, navigation skills,
etc. and can relate to the Bible
study, but doesn't need to. We
hope that our young people
grow in their faith. And we hope
for our Youth to learn new skills
to help reduce our waste and
harm to the Earth as an act of
faith, as well as help equip them
for life! Please signup online
here or reach out to Mackalyn
Figgins if interested.

School Supply Drive 2026
THANK YOU!
THANKS! The car was filled to
max capacity with all the
school supplies donated by
the Mentor Methodist
congregation. The Salvation
Army was so very grateful to
receive them. There will be
many happy kids starting
school this year.

http://www.mentorumc.org/mission
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=Mentorunited
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=Mentorunited
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c48acae2daafe3-more#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c48acae2daafe3-more#/
mailto:realcat26@proton.me
mailto:kate_colbow@yahoo.com
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2J7MLISKK42MU?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR0cpishDMIsOEgYh1DKxzH_Ktp-Y3wy58_hbHQG02yads9D29blwZhEsjY
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2J7MLISKK42MU?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR0cpishDMIsOEgYh1DKxzH_Ktp-Y3wy58_hbHQG02yads9D29blwZhEsjY
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64821617-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64821617-youth


CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES.
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTIRES. 

WEEKLY UPDATE

YOUTH Kickoff
All Youth grades 6 through 12
are invited to the 2026-2027
Youth Kickoff on Sunday, August
16  at 4 PM. We will meet in the
Youth Room for games,
activities, snacks, and more! This
evening of fun will include an
orientation for 6  graders and
their families. At 5pm we will
have a potluck and games for
everyone. Main dish will be
provided. We ask families to
bring a snack, side, or dessert.
Please let Mackalyn know if
there are any allergies we need
to be aware of.  Families of
youth 7th -12th grade are
welcome to participate in the
orientation to learn our updated
material this year or to arrive at
5pm for the potluck and games.   
RSVP online here.

th

th

Climbing, Dunking, and More
Willoughby UMC will be hosting
a Youth Mashup at their church
on Sunday, August 9th, from 2-4
PM. We will be gathering with
youth from other churches in
our area to take part in a
climbing wall, dunk tank, and
gaga pit! This event is free. We
will meet at the church at 1:30
PM to carpool and return to the
church at 4:30 PM. Deadline to
RSVP online is Sunday, August
2nd. Please reach out to
Mackalyn for questions.

Back to School Bash
Families & friends are invited to
join us for a day of games, food,
and fun on Saturday, August 22
from 1 to 3 PM in the northwest
parking lot (lot by the Sanctuary).
This is a FREE event that is open
to all.  To volunteer, please get in
touch with Pastor Tammy or sign
up online here. There are
opportunities to help with setup,
running a game or activity, and
cleanup. Events like these are
only possible with help from our
amazing volunteers!

nd

Third Grade Bibles
Each year, MUMC celebrates our
incoming Third Graders with a
special breakfast and
presentation of their very own
Bible. We hope your family joins
us on Sunday, August 24th, for
the service of your choice. The
breakfast will include a brief
rehearsal and yummy food on
Saturday, August 22nd, from 9
AM to 10:30 AM. Please sign up
online here to choose your
service and to RSVP for Breakfast
no later than August 18. If you
have any questions, please feel
free to contact Pastor Tammy.

MENTOR UMC

YA Group Kickoff
Join Young Adults on Tuesday,
August 18th at 6 PM for our
first group meeting of the
2026-2027 year! We’ll begin
reading Soil and Spirit:
Cultivation and Kinship in the
Web of Life by Scott Chaskey
for 5 weeks. We will also enjoy
snacks while we start off
another season of
conversation, discipleship,
and deepening our
relationships with one
another. Feel free to bring
anything you like to munch
on!

Gaming Group
Join us on Wednesday evenings
at 5:30 PM for Dungeons &
Dragons in the Youth Room
(pizza & snacks included). No
experience needed! If there are
other games you wish to play
during game night, please get in
touch with Mackalyn Figgins.
There are opportunities for
board games, video games, and
card games available. ALL are
invited to this intergenerational
gathering.

Early Childhood Area Leaders
MUMC’s mission is to lead all
onto a path of Christ-centered
discipleship. Here is a great place
to do just that! Click here for the
Sunday School leader signup for
Summer EARLY CHILDHOOD
AREA ONLY. Children in K-5  are
invited to stay in worship
throughout the summer and
enjoy activity tables. 

th

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-57802789-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64684190-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB29A2FA7-64775243-2026#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4cabab29a2fa7-third2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4cabab29a2fa7-third2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB29A2FA7-summer4#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB29A2FA7-summer4#/
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