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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R
July is my favorite month of the year. It’s adventurous, restless, and full of opportunities for a
life-threatening sunburn. It’s also my birthday month. While we were relating John Denver’s
“Rocky Mountain High”  to Psalm 121 last week in worship, I reflected on the opening line of that
song, “He was born in the summer of his 27th year.” Well, I am rapidly approaching that
mysterious twenty-seventh year, and I’m desperately hoping to feel reborn!

As we continue with this sermon series, Rhythm of the Road, we get to explore popular songs
about journeys while looking at the Psalms of Ascent. This week we couple Psalm 122 with The
Proclaimers’ “I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles).” The line below impacts me the most:

When I'm lonely, well, I know I'm gonna be
I'm gonna be the man who's lonely without you

Every July of my adult life, I have had the privilege of taking a “birthday trip” with my best friend,
Eleanor. Her birthday is the seventeenth, and mine is on the nineteenth. We spend our winters
deciding where summer will take us. No two years are alike in destination. Once we narrow it
down, I create a multi-page itinerary for us that includes every meal, museum stop, bookstore
detour, and sunset boat ride (that's a non-negotiable). I consider this annual document akin to
the Magna Carta or the Constitution. I live and die by it! Eleanor indulges my obsessive nature.

When I think of the song above, I think of traveling with my best friend. When I’m lonely, I know
it’s because I haven't seen her in a few days (an eternity) or that we are in serious need of an
hours-long visit to a local winery. Our annual trip is life-giving. And that isn't because I need a
break from this life; it's because I need to be with my dear friend. 

This all takes me to the Psalm for this Sunday, where in
verse 6b it says, “Let those who love you have rest.” This
year, our trip is taking a different shape. As I get older, I
begin to understand when to have control and when not.
My itinerary this year is only four pages (yes, that is
shorter than usual). Most of our trip days are formed
around one vague notion of enjoying the seaside;
everything else will come as it does. Most people begin
their vacation planning on that principle, but I cannot
express to you how antithetical that is to my identity.

Life on Earth is very finite, like the amount of time you
spend in the car on your road trip to the coast. There is a
clock ticking on the quarrels you have over a playlist or
dinner plans. The minutes you indulge in with your aging
toes dug deep into the sand are dwindling with each
passing moment. I’m told often that there is so much ah

dinner plans. The minutes you indulge in with your aging toes dug deep into the sand are
dwindling with each passing moment. I’m told often that there is so much ahead of me, that I
am young. But time isn’t moving in a way that reflects that. I ponder it often, when the last time
Eleanor and I will have enough money, peace, and freedom from children to enjoy each other
for a short little week every July. When is the last time we’ll sit across each other at a table, with
a candle, and wish each other Happy Birthday on July 18th?

For my twenty-seventh year, my birthday prayer is to understand how to rest along a journey,
and to take those I love with me. 

Blessings,

Kenna Tanner



June Giving $70,582.39

YTD Giving $446,136.38

YTD Expenses $467,571.944

YTD Overage (Deficit) ($21,435.06)

Admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith,

Mary Lou Haines, John Shetler, Joe & Judy Tirpak
Ohman Family Living in Holly - Bob & Sandy Linsell
Parker Place - Deloris Parsons, Mary Ann Haycox

Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Governor’s Pointe - Bob Williams
Salida Woods - June Van Ostrand

In need of prayer:
Hilary Pleska, Bob Williams, Sandy Williams, Russ Lancaster,

Kay McKinney, Mary Ellen Reynolds, Martha Jo Brown, Norma Ickes,
Lois Dyckman, Syndie Toth, Doug Fletcher, Ruthanne MacDonald,

Nancy Smith, Figgins Family, Koman Family, Mancini Family,
Joyce Snyder, Jan Sudekum, Ruthie Hobart

Care In our prayers today & in your personal prayer
time, please remember the following:

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

Conference Apportionments paid for 2026=> 100%

Stewardship Update
The table to the right shares the most recent
financial stewardship update. You’re pledged
and general giving supports the whole Body of
Christ at Mentor UMC. It is one indication of
being on a path of Christ-centered
discipleship. Together, we are sharing the
Gospel and making a difference. Thank you.

For any questions, reach out to Stephanie Lee
in the church office or a member of the
Finance Committee. As always, a church
budget is available on request.



July Field 1 Field 2

7/13 M3

7/14 M1 M2

7/20 M1

7/21 M2 M3

7/28 M1

MUMC Softball 2026
Join or come support Mentor
UMC’s three softball teams!
For players, no rules on
gender or church membership
(friends are welcome)! Anyone
interested, contact Brian Bly:
440.463.7712 or
email:brianbly11@gmail.com
  Games are held at the
Richmond Heights Community
Park, 27285 Highland Road.
All dates are double-headers
(two 7-inning games), first
pitch is at 6:30 PM. Our teams
are M1, M2, and M3 on the
following schedule:

Charge Conference
A special charge conference is
scheduled for Sunday, July
19th at 10:15 AM. The purpose
is to approve Pastor Tammy’s
compensation to include
healthcare as of September 1,
2026. All are welcome to
attend in the Wesley Room at
MUMC.

New Beginnings
Are you a visitor, regular
attender, or just someone who
wants to know more about
Methodism? You can attend a
New Beginnings class to learn
more about Mentor UMC and
membership as well as attend
upcoming luncheons or
coffee/tea times. Below are the
upcoming events:

LUNCHEON: Sunday, August
30th – 12:30-1:45 PM
CLASS: Saturday, September
12nd, 1:00-3:30 PM
CLASS: Thursday, September
17th, 6:30-8:00 PM

You can RSVP for these
offerings online here or get in
touch with Chris Fletcher
and/or the church office.

Need to Know
Youversion
https://bible.com/events/496
33549 
Learn more about Sunday’s scriptures &
worship by visiting this link.

Open Table
ALL are invited to join us on
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30
PM for the next Open Table at
MUMC. 

Young Adult Retreat
ALL Young Adults are
encouraged to journey to
Niagara Falls for a day of
spirit-filled connection and
adventure on Saturday,
August 8th. We will leave
around 6-6:30 AM from the
church then return around
8:30-9:00 PM. Participants are
encouraged to bring writing
materials, walking shoes, and
a water bottle. You may also
bring money for extra snacks
or souvenirs. Otherwise, this
retreat is completely FREE. A
meal will be provided.
Register online here.

YA Group Kickoff
Join Young Adults on Tuesday,
August 18th at 6 PM for our
first group meeting of the
2026-2027 year! We’ll begin
reading Soil and Spirit:
Cultivation and Kinship in the
Web of Life by Scott Chaskey
for 5 weeks. We will also enjoy
snacks while we start off
another season of
conversation, discipleship,
and deepening our
relationships with one
another. Feel free to bring
anything you like to munch
on!

MENTOR UMC

Chair Yoga
Join Joy from Sunshine Yoga
for the upcoming session of
Chair Yoga on July 31 . Each
session meets at MUMC at 1
PM (check-in begins at 12:45
PM). The cost is $10 PER
event. RSVP online here or in
the Info Hub. For questions
about the events or payment,
please contact Joy directly. 

st

Baptisms
Kathryn Rose Crea

Daughter of Jessica & Nick Crea
Baptized Sunday, July 12  at 11 AM

Traditional Worship
th

Eleanor Mae Hommel
Daughter of Robyn Fletcher & Jacob

Hommel
Baptized on Sunday, July 12  at 9 AM

Modern Worship
th

Nolan Douglas Hommel
Son of Robyn & Jacob Hommel

Baptized on Sunday, July 12  at 9 AM
Modern Worship

th

New Members
Robyn Fletcher
Karlye Fletcher

mailto:brianbly11@gmail.com
https://linktr.ee/mumcsignups
https://bible.com/events/49633549
https://bible.com/events/49633549
https://bible.com/events/49633549
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-63982312-young#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FAAAE2EA3FCC25-63721113-yoga
mailto:yuhasjoi@gmail.com


M.O.?
Mission Opportunities

Blood Drive
The next Blood Drive at
Mentor UMC is on Tuesday,
August 4th from 9 AM to 3 PM.
Sign up online to donate here.
You donation saves lives!

Re:Source Cleveland Meal
We will meet at the Church at
3:30 PM to carpool to
Re:Source Cleveland on
Tuesday, July 21st.
Volunteers are needed to
serve the meal and clean up.
Volunteers are also welcome
to help prepare the meal at
2:30 PM.
 Their mission statement:
“Re:Source Cleveland serves
international newcomers as
they navigate challenges and
collaborates with them to
reach their dreams.” About
150 are expected to attend
this meal. Learn more about
this organization online here.

What's
Your

WEEKLY UPDATE

School Supply Drive:
Back to School Bash
Mentor United Methodist
Church has supported the
Salvation Army “Back to School
Bash” for many years. They are
so appreciative of our help.
Please continue to support
them this year. 
   Drop-off bins are located in
the Gallery and in the Narthex.
Please have all donations in to
the church by Tuesday, July
21st so they can be
transported to the Salvation
Army for distribution. Thanks
for your continued support in
this effort! The list of items
need is below:

Backpacks 
1 INCH 3-Ring Binders
Blue & Black Pens 
12-Pack Colored Pencils 
24-Pack Crayons 
Dry Erase Markers 
Glue Sticks 
Highlighters 
Index Cards 
Large Pink Erasers 
Pencil Pouches 
Pencils 
Pocket Folders w/prongs
Children’s Pointed Scissors
Supply Box 
Washable Markers 
Wide Rule Loose Leaf Paper
Wide Rule Notebooks 
Wide Rule Composition
Notebooks 
Post-It Notes

More Than a Meal
Volunteer to prepare, cook,
serve, or clean up for the
next More Than a Meal on
Saturday, July 25th. Doors
open at 5 PM and the meal is
served at 5:30 PM. This meal
happens EVERY last Saturday
of the month, so if you can’t
help this month, check out
later dates. Signup online
here or get in touch with the
church office for help with
signing up.

Food Ministry
The MUMC Food Pantry holds
regular food distributions,  
serving families in our
community. The next
distribution is Monday, July
20th & Tuesday, 21st. Donate
nonperishable items to the
Pantry by dropping them off
in the Community Center bin.
If you wish to volunteer for
the distribution, please reach
out to Alan Vick:
realcat26@proton.me
CURRENT NEEDS:

Deodorant
Shampoo
Body wash
Toothpaste
Cleaning supplies
Disinfectant cleaner
Dish soap.
Manwitch
Pineapple (canned) 

Hope Chest
Hope Chest is in need of the
below items. New or gently
used items are encouraged.
Donations can be dropped
off in the Community Center.

Boys clothes (all sizes)
Bath towels
Mens shorts (all sizes)

MENTOR UMC

http://www.mentorumc.org/mission
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=Mentorunited
https://www.resourcecleveland.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c48acae2daafe3-more#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c48acae2daafe3-more#/
mailto:realcat26@proton.me


CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES.
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTIRES. 

Renaissance Faire Outing
ALL are invited to an
intergenerational outing to the
Great Lakes Renaissance Faire
on Sunday, July 12  after
church. Cost is $27 per adult
(13+) or $10 per child (5-12
years old) Please let Mackalyn
know if you need help with
cost or have questions about
transportation. More
information about the faire
AND if you would like to order
your own tickets can be found
here.

th

Gaming Group
Join us on Wednesday evenings
at 5:30 PM for Dungeons &
Dragons in the Youth Room
(pizza & snacks included). No
experience needed! If there are
other games you wish to play
during game night, please get
in touch with Mackalyn Figgins.
There are opportunities for
board games, video games,
and card games available. ALL
are invited to this
intergenerational gathering.

Theatre Arts Camp TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!
This year, TAC will present
“Peter Pan Jr.” on Friday, July
17th at 7 PM and Saturday, July
18th at 1 PM. Purchase your
ticket online here. All funds go
back into the theatre program.

WEEKLY UPDATE

MSMW
Middle school-aged students
(grades 6-8) are invited to join
us for Middle School Mission
Week from July 20th to 24
(that’s Mon-Fri). We'll meet at
MUMC in the morning then
venture to a local organization
or location for missions.
Register online here.

th

Early Childhood Area Leaders
MUMC’s mission is to lead all
onto a path of Christ-centered
discipleship. Here is a great
place to do just that! Click
here for the Sunday School
leader signup for Summer
EARLY CHILDHOOD AREA
ONLY. Children K-5  are
invited to stay in worship
throughout the summer and
enjoy activity tables. 

th

YOUTH Kickoff
All Youth grades 6 through 12
are invited to the 2026-2027
Youth Kickoff on Sunday,
August 16  at 4 PM. We will
meet in the Youth Room for
games, activities, snacks, and
more! RSVP online here.

th

Outdoor Games at CC
Chester Christian will be
hosting a Youth Mashup at
their church on Sunday, July
26th from 6-8 PM. We will play
sand volleyball, ultimate
frisbee, and other outdoor
games! This event is free. We
will meet at the church at 5:30
PM to carpool and return to
the church at 8:30 PM.
Deadline to RSVP online is
Wednesday, July 22nd. 

Kayak & Canoe at Camp Hi 
Chardon UMC will be hosting a
Youth Mashup at Camp Hi on
Sunday, August 2nd from 1-5
PM. We will canoe and kayak
together! Cost is $29 for a
single kayak, $42 for a double
kayak, or $42 for a canoe. We
will meet at the church at 12
PM to carpool and return to
the church at 6 PM. Deadline
to RSVP online is Monday, July
27th.

Climbing, Dunking, and More
Willoughby UMC will be
hosting a Youth Mashup at
their church on Sunday, August
9th from 2-4pm. We will be
gathering with youth from
other churches in our area to
take part in a climbing wall,
dunk tank, and gaga pit! This
event is free. We will meet at
the church at 1:30 PM to
carpool and return to the
church at 4:30 PM. Deadline to
RSVP online is Sunday, August
2nd. 

Gully Brook Park Day
Willoughby Hills UMC will be
hosting a Youth Mashup at
Gully Brook Park on Sunday,
July 19th from 6-8 PM. We will
gather with Youth from other
churches in our area to hike,
creek walk, play games, and
enjoy some snacks! This event
is free. We will meet at the
church at 5:30 PM to carpool
and return to the church at
8:30 PM. Deadline to RSVP
online is Thursday, July 16th.

Back to School Bash
Families & friends are invited to
join us for a day of games, food,
and fun on Saturday, August
22  from 1 to 3 PM in the
northwest parking lot (lot by the
Sanctuary). This is a FREE event
that is open to all. To volunteer,
please get in touch with Pastor
Tammy.

nd

https://www.medievalfaire.com/
https://www.medievalfaire.com/
https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/mentor-united-methodist-church-truth-and-light-players/6a454789a2261b1057b486c3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrRR6dDE9VQQndA74da0b5HC0EPtWIjbhTNB4xo0fhXANvag/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB29A2FA7-summer4#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB29A2FA7-summer4#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CABAB29A2FA7-summer4#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-57802789-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64684059-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64684182-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64684190-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA82BA7FBC07-64683626-youth#/
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	CONGREGATIONAL
	In our prayers today & in your personal prayer time, please remember the following:
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	$70,582.39

	Conference Apportionments paid for 2026=> 100%
	Youversion https://bible.com/events/49633549


	Baptisms
	New Members
	Charge Conference A special charge conference is scheduled for Sunday, July 19th at 10:15 AM. The purpose is to approve Pastor Tammy’s compensation to include healthcare as of September 1, 2026. All are welcome to attend in the Wesley Room at MUMC.
	New Beginnings Are you a visitor, regular attender, or just someone who wants to know more about Methodism? You can attend a New Beginnings class to learn more about Mentor UMC and membership as well as attend upcoming luncheons or coffee/tea times. Below are the upcoming events:
	You can RSVP for these offerings online here or get in touch with Chris Fletcher and/or the church office.


	Need to Know
	MUMC Softball 2026 Join or come support Mentor UMC’s three softball teams! For players, no rules on gender or church membership (friends are welcome)! Anyone interested, contact Brian Bly: 440.463.7712 or email:brianbly11@gmail.com   Games are held at the Richmond Heights Community Park, 27285 Highland Road. All dates are double-headers (two 7-inning games), first pitch is at 6:30 PM. Our teams are M1, M2, and M3 on the following schedule:
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	Chair Yoga Join Joy from Sunshine Yoga for the upcoming session of Chair Yoga on July 31st. Each session meets at MUMC at 1 PM (check-in begins at 12:45 PM). The cost is $10 PER event. RSVP online here or in the Info Hub. For questions about the events or payment, please contact Joy directly.
	Open Table ALL are invited to join us on Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 PM for the next Open Table at MUMC.
	Young Adult Retreat ALL Young Adults are encouraged to journey to Niagara Falls for a day of spirit-filled connection and adventure on Saturday, August 8th. We will leave around 6-6:30 AM from the church then return around 8:30-9:00 PM. Participants are encouraged to bring writing materials, walking shoes, and a water bottle. You may also bring money for extra snacks or souvenirs. Otherwise, this retreat is completely FREE. A meal will be provided. Register online here.
	YA Group Kickoff Join Young Adults on Tuesday, August 18th at 6 PM for our first group meeting of the 2026-2027 year! We’ll begin reading Soil and Spirit: Cultivation and Kinship in the Web of Life by Scott Chaskey for 5 weeks. We will also enjoy snacks while we start off another season of conversation, discipleship, and deepening our relationships with one another. Feel free to bring anything you like to munch on!
	MENTOR UMC
	We will meet at the Church at 3:30 PM to carpool to Re:Source Cleveland on Tuesday, July 21st. Volunteers are needed to serve the meal and clean up. Volunteers are also welcome to help prepare the meal at 2:30 PM.
	Their mission statement: “Re:Source Cleveland serves international newcomers as they navigate challenges and collaborates with them to reach their dreams.” About 150 are expected to attend this meal. Learn more about this organization online here.
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